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Passage 

Eccl. 4:1   Again I saw all the oppressions that are done under the sun. And behold, 
the tears of the oppressed, and they had no one to comfort them! On the side of 
their oppressors there was power, and there was no one to comfort them. 2 And I 
thought the dead who are already dead more fortunate than the living who are still 
alive. 3 But better than both is he who has not yet been and has not seen the evil 
deeds that are done under the sun. 

Eccl. 4:4   Then I saw that all toil and all skill in work come from a man’s envy of his 
neighbor. This also is vanity and a striving after wind. 

Eccl. 4:5   The fool folds his hands and eats his own flesh. 

Eccl. 4:6   Better is a handful of quietness than two hands full of toil and a striving 
after wind. 

Eccl. 4:7   Again, I saw vanity under the sun: 8 one person who has no other, either 
son or brother, yet there is no end to all his toil, and his eyes are never satisfied 
with riches, so that he never asks, “For whom am I toiling and depriving myself of 
pleasure?” This also is vanity and an unhappy business. 

Eccl. 4:9   Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 
10 For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he 
falls and has not another to lift him up! 11 Again, if two lie together, they keep 
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warm, but how can one keep warm alone? 12 And though a man might prevail 
against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly 
broken. 

Eccl. 4:13   Better was a poor and wise youth than an old and foolish king who no 
longer knew how to take advice. 14 For he went from prison to the throne, though 
in his own kingdom he had been born poor. 15 I saw all the living who move about 
under the sun, along with that youth who was to stand in the king’s place. 16 There 
was no end of all the people, all of whom he led. Yet those who come later will not 
rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity and a striving after wind. 

Transcript 

It’s All About Me, Me, Me 

Prior to the COVID lockdown, Rachel and I would go to the movies. And some-
times, the movies were so horrible that the highlight would be the trailers and ads 
before the movie. This one time, I saw an advertisement from Me Bank, and it’s a 
bunch of cartoon faces that sing. “Me, me, me, me.” It’s quite catchy, but I find it’s 
quite appropriate our day and age. We are in the age of “Me.” In the 1980s, the 
movie Wall Street was a success. And its catch cry was “Greed is Good.” It’s what I 
want.  

That’s why Solomon’s words in Ecclesiastes 4 are so relevant for us today. Because 
he answers the question, what happens when we as a society start to look after our-
selves? What happens when we think that greed is good? Is there hope in our 
world that is primarily looking after “Me”? 

I hope it’s clear as we hear Solomon speak to us, that greed is not good. Let me be 
very clear right now, Solomon tells us as he’s observed the world, greed is not 
good. So I want to draw your attention to what Solomon says. Solomon argues that 
it is better to love one’s neighbour like yourself. If we can see the theme of this pas-
sage, it would be summed up in verse 12. 

And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a 
threefold cord is not quickly broken. (Ecclesiastes 4:12 ESV) 



3

I remember a marriage proposal of a minister friend of mine. He proposed to his 
girlfriend by using this verse. And he said it was him, his girlfriend, now wife and 
God as the three cords. That sounds nice, but that’s not the point of this verse. The 
point of this verse, the point of this chapter is to be reminded that life is better 
when we seek to love others, rather than embrace greed. It is better to do life to-
gether than to do it alone.  

But as we look at this passage together, I want to draw your attention to three 
things. 

Firstly, greed is not good.  

Secondly, generosity is better.  

Thirdly, how to be generous.  

Greed is Not Good 

So let’s look at the first point, greed is not good. Because Solomon continues his 
observation of the world. And he looks at the injustice of the world that occurs. He 
looks at how out of control this world gets.  

Again I saw all the oppressions that are done under the sun. And behold, the tears 
of the oppressed, and they had no one to comfort them! On the side of their op-
pressors there was power, and there was no one to comfort them. (Ecclesiastes 4:1 
ESV) 

There is no comfort for those who go through the tough times. Before we reject 
what Solomon says to us, we should be careful and look to the world around us. 
We may not see serious injustice done in Australia, but there are many other coun-
tries in the world where there are serious injustices, where there are oppressions. 
For example, just last week, I attended a town hall meeting on Zoom for Southern 
Cameroon, and it was eye opening what was happening. There were stories of 
rapes, murders, towns being burnt down. It was very confronting and when you 
hear stories of people being mistreated, it makes you angry. It makes you realise 
that the disagreements that we have in Australia are so civil compared to what oc-
curs in other countries.  

And Solomon concludes the following; have a look.  
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And I thought the dead who are already dead more fortunate than the living who 
are still alive.But better than both is he who has not yet been and has not seen the 
evil deeds that are done under the sun. (Ecclesiastes 4:2–3 ESV) 

It might seem that Solomon’s rather morbid. But Solomon wants us to open our 
eyes to the real world. He wants us to not be desensitised to what has happened to 
the world. He tells us the reason why there is injustice in the world. Do you see 
what Solomon says? He tells us in verses 4 to 6.  

He tells us it’s because people are selfish.  

Then I saw that all toil and all skill in work come from a man’s envy of his neighbor. 
This also is vanity and a striving after wind. The fool folds his hands and eats his own 
flesh. (Ecclesiastes 4:4–5 ESV) 

It’s because people are envious of other people. You see that in children. I recently 
witnessed it when one sibling was jealous of her brother because the brother’s 
birthday was being celebrated. Instead of being happy for her brother, she was 
asking, “Where’s my present?” Maybe you know that when you don’t enjoy what 
you have because you see a neighbour has something bigger and better.  

C.S. Lewis talks about it as a sense of pride. He argues that pride is greatest sin. He 
says the following:  

Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than 
the next man. We say that people are proud of being rich, or clever, or good-look-
ing, but they are not. They are proud of being richer, or cleverer, or better-looking 
than others. If someone else became equally rich, or clever, or good-looking there 
would be nothing to be proud about. It is the comparison that makes you proud: 
the pleasure of being above the rest. 

I have to agree with that. When we’re envious of other people, it’s pride, we want 
what we can’t have. And Solomon here in chapter 4 is arguing that our pride, our 
greed is what gets us into trouble. Greed is not good because it leads to oppress-
ing other people. Instead of being generous, greed will hoard and hoard. And it’s 
the source of much misery in the world. It’s the source of how we mistreat others, 
perhaps it’s the reason why we have been mistreated.  

As a personal application, let me ask, how’s your contentment? Or are you like the 
man Solomon describes who desires more and more and more? If we refuse to lis-
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ten to Solomon, we’re going to be people who will be forever searching but never 
finding, always hungry, never full.  

Generosity is Better  

But this brings us to our second point, generosity is better. Solomon wants us to 
simply see that being generous is better. And so let’s have a look at what he says.  

Better is a handful of quietness than two hands full of toil and a striving after wind. 

Again, I saw vanity under the sun:one person who has no other, either son or broth-
er, yet there is no end to all his toil, and his eyes are never satisfied with riches, so 
that he never asks, “For whom am I toiling and depriving myself of pleasure?” This 
also is vanity and an unhappy business. Two are better than one, because they have 
a good reward for their toil. (Ecclesiastes 4:6–9 ESV) 

Solomon sees that greed means that one might have lots, but they will never be 
satisfied with what they have. They will continue to get and get and get. But they 
will always be hungry, they will always want more, they will never be satisfied. 
Solomon concludes what he has been saying all along. It is vanity, it is like the wind, 
it is transient, short lived, it is a mere breath.  

You will not gain. But then Solomon, what does he say? “Two are better than one” It 
is better that we do life with other people rather than doing life by ourselves. 
Wouldn’t we agree with Solomon is saying?  

There was a movie about ten years ago called Up in the Air. It featured George 
Clooney, and he works at a human resource consultancy firm that specialises in ter-
mination assistance. What he does is he gets hired by companies that don’t want to 
fire their employees and they get George Clooney to do it. And so he travels. A lot. 
And his goal in life is to earn ten million frequent flyer miles with American Airlines. 
During the movie, he finally gets ten million frequent flyer, he’s applauded by the 
plane’s captain. But what does he end up with? A life that is alone. How empty is 
that? 

Solomon says that two is better than one because it means that we can support 
each other.  
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For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls 
and has not another to lift him up! Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but 
how can one keep warm alone?And though a man might prevail against one who is 
alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken. (Ecclesiastes 
4:10–12 ESV) 

Basically, Solomon is saying, it is better to do life together than alone. It is better to 
support one another. It’s better to be generous than it is to be greedy. It is better 
that we support one another.  

Solomon is merely looking at the world around us and seeing how life works. Don’t 
we see that in life? When we look at the sporting team where the players work to-
gether as a team. They say a champion team is better than a team of champions. 
It’s better when we see siblings working together.  

Solomon isn’t alone on this. Jesus says it is more blessed to give than to receive 
(Acts 20:35). When Paul writes letters, he usually writes to churches, and not indi-
viduals. I’m reminded of this event that’s usually held every year, it’s called Tough 
Mudder. Have you ever tried it? I haven’t. But it’s basically an obstacle course, but 
the trick is you can’t do the obstacle course by yourself. You’re meant to help each 
other through a muddy track, it doesn’t matter whether you come first or last, the 
point is to make sure that you’re working hard together. 

So as a personal application, how generous are you? I’m talking about all your re-
sources, I’m talking about everything that God has given you. How generous are 
you with those around you? Instead of trying to get more and more from other 
people, in what ways can you be generous with them? Are you generous with your 
money? Are you generous with your time? Are you generous with your skills? Are 
you generous with your attention?  

As a church, are we generous as we fellowship, eat together, encourage each oth-
er? Or are we a church that is characterised by how much we clamour over each 
other? Do we say, “Be quiet, I’m talking now.” Or do we seek to listen to one anoth-
er with care and compassion? 
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How to Be Generous 

Solomon tells us first that greed is not good. It leads to people being oppressed. 
And then he tells us that it is better to be generous. To share our lives with one an-
other. This brings us to our third point.  

But then how are we to be generous? How can we learn to share our lives with one 
another? Solomon doesn’t provide an answer here.  

But as we saw last week, if we only had Ecclesiastes, we would be fairly depressed. 
We look at how humanity can be selfish, we only need to look at our weeks in lock-
down to realise that. How can we be generous when others in our world are self-
ish?  

We can only learn to be truly generous when we look to the one who gave his life 
to us. Jesus Christ. Jesus actually told his disciples in Luke 12 to “sell your posses-
sions and give to the needy.” He gives them a choice, to seek the kingdom of God 
or to live for their own kingdom. To build up God’s kingdom and be generous, or 
to build up one’s own barns. But he just doesn’t provide them with this command 
he gives them a comfort, doesn’t he? He gives them an assurance. He gives them 
the assurance that they are belong to God. That we are his treasured possession, 
and he will never let us go (Exodus 19:5-6, Colossians 1:11-14).  

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
(Luke 12:32 ESV) 

Because Jesus was willing to lay down his life for us, we are given the kingdom. We 
possess everything because of Christ. Just as we saw in 1 Peter, we have been born 
again into a living hope. We have an inheritance that will never perish, be defiled, 
nor fade.  

Kelly Kapic, an American Christian professor, writes the following: 

Because we are given eternal life, we are not bound by the confines of our narrow, 
short-lived, self-centered lives. Because we are given salvation, we can, by the Spirit, 
give away the riches of the kingdom—our very selves—in truly just and generous 
ways. We have been given everything in the kingdom, including true freedom, 
which is another way of saying that we have been restored to truly belonging to our 
loving Father and Maker. 
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If I promise you the most amazing house, and tell you that I’ll also throw in a bicy-
cle, and then I give you the bicycle, you might still be uncertain whether or not 
you’ll get the house. But if I give you the house, will you worry about the bicycle? 
Of course not. That’s what Jesus does, he gives us the amazing house, he gives us 
life. Will he provide everything that we need in this life? Of course.  

How can you be generous with your money? By remembering that Christ gave his 
life for you. Money? That’s nothing compared to the forgiveness of your sins. If he’s 
forgiven you of your sins, he’ll provide what you need. Be generous, just as Christ is 
generous with you.  

How can you be generous with your time? Maybe you need to spend years loving 
someone who is unlovable. Well, remember that Christ loved you so much he has 
given you eternal life! Be generous, just as Christ is generous with you. 

How can you be generous with your skills? Again, Christ, he is the one who has giv-
en you himself. Not just a part of himself, everything that he has has been given to 
you. Be generous, just as Christ is generous with you. 

Amen. Let’s pray.


